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Notwithstanding any contrary provision in another section of the Revised Code, section 519.12 of
the Revised Code, or any vote of the electors on a petition for zoning referendum, a township may
settle any court action by a consent decree or court-approved settlement agreement which may
include an agreement to rezone any property involved in the action as provided in the decree or
court-approved settlement agreement without following the procedures in section 519.12 of the
Revised Code and aso may include township approval of a development plan for any property
involved in the action as provided in the decree or court-approved settlement agreement, provided
that the court makes specific findings of fact that notice has been properly made pursuant to this
section and the consent decree or court-approved settlement agreement is fair and reasonable.

If the subject of the consent decree or court-approved settlement agreement involves a zoning issue
subject to referendum under section 519.12 of the Revised Code, the board of township trustees shall
publish notice of their intent to meet and consider and take action on the decree or court-approved
settlement agreement and the date and time of the meeting at least fifteen days before the meeting,
using at least one of the following methods:

(A) Inthe print or digital edition of a newspaper of general circulation in the township;

(B) On the official public notice web site established under section 125.182 of the Revised Code;
(C) On the web site and social media account of the township.

The board shall permit members of the public to express their objections to the consent decree or
court-approved settlement agreement at the meeting. Copies of the proposed consent decree or court-
approved settlement agreement shall be available to the public at the township fiscal officer's office

during normal business hours.

At least ten days prior to the submission of a proposed consent decree or settlement agreement to the
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court for its review and consideration, the plaintiff in the action involving the consent decree or
settlement agreement shall publish a notice that shall include the caption of the case, the case
number, and the court in which the consent decree or settlement agreement will befiled, the
intention of the parties in the action to file a consent decree or settlement agreement, and, when
applicable, adescription of the real property involved and the proposed change in zoning or
permitted use, in a newspaper of genera circulation in the township.
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