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(A) The Jon Peterson special needs scholarship program is hereby established. Under the program,
beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, subject to division (B) of this section, the department of
education and workforce annually shall pay a scholarship under section 3317.022 of the Revised
Code to an eligible applicant for services provided by an alternative public provider or aregistered
private provider for aqualified special education child. The scholarship shall be used only to pay all
or part of the fees for the child to attend the special education program operated by the alternative
public provider or registered private provider to implement the child's individualized education
program, in lieu of the child's attending the special education program operated by the school district
in which the child is entitled to attend school, and other services agreed to by the provider and
eligible applicant that are not included in the individualized education program but are associated
with educating the child. Beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, if the child is receiving special
education services for adisability specified in division (A) of section 3317.013 of the Revised Code,
the scholarship shall be used only to pay for related services that are included in the child's
individualized education program. Upon agreement with the eligible applicant, the aternative public
provider or registered private provider may modify the services provided to the child.

Services provided through the program established under this section may be provided virtualy by
qualified, credentialed providersin accordance with standards established by the department.

(B) The number of scholarships awarded under the program in any fiscal year shall not exceed five
per cent of the total number of studentsresiding in the state identified as children with disabilities

during the previous fiscal year.

(C) The department shall pay a scholarship under section 3317.022 of the Revised Code to the parent
of each qualified special education child, unless the parent authorizes a direct payment to the child's
provider, upon application of that parent in the manner prescribed by the department. However, the
department shall not adopt specific dates for application deadlines for scholarships under the

program.
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(D) The department shall not require the parent of a student who applies for or receives a scholarship
under this section to complete any kind of income verification regarding the student's family income.
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