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Ohio Revised Code 
Section 9.68 Regulation of arms prohibited - challenging political subdivisions. 
Effective: March 14, 2007
Legislation: House Bill 347 - 126th General Assembly
 
 

(A) The individual right to keep and bear arms, being a fundamental individual right that predates the

United States Constitution and Ohio Constitution, and being a constitutionally protected right in

every part of Ohio, the general assembly finds the need to provide uniform laws throughout the state

regulating the ownership, possession, purchase, other acquisition, transport, storage, carrying, sale,

or other transfer of firearms, their components, and their ammunition. Except as specifically

provided by the United States Constitution, Ohio Constitution, state law, or federal law, a person,

without further license, permission, restriction, delay, or process, may own, possess, purchase, sell,

transfer, transport, store, or keep any firearm, part of a firearm, its components, and its ammunition.

 

(B) In addition to any other relief provided, the court shall award costs and reasonable attorney fees

to any person, group, or entity that prevails in a challenge to an ordinance, rule, or regulation as

being in conflict with this section.

 

(C) As used in this section:

 

(1) The possession, transporting, or carrying of firearms, their components, or their ammunition

include, but are not limited to, the possession, transporting, or carrying, openly or concealed on a

person's person or concealed ready at hand, of firearms, their components, or their ammunition.

 

(2) "Firearm" has the same meaning as in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code.

 

(D) This section does not apply to either of the following:

 

(1) A zoning ordinance that regulates or prohibits the commercial sale of firearms, firearm

components, or ammunition for firearms in areas zoned for residential or agricultural uses;

 

(2) A zoning ordinance that specifies the hours of operation or the geographic areas where the

commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms may occur, provided
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that the zoning ordinance is consistent with zoning ordinances for other retail establishments in the

same geographic area and does not result in a de facto prohibition of the commercial sale of firearms,

firearm components, or ammunition for firearms in areas zoned for commercial, retail, or industrial

uses.
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